
 

 

WARWICK ROAD J, I AND N SCHOOL 

Parent Handbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Numeracy



 

 

 
 



 

 2 

How you can help your child at home 

 

� It is most important that you talk & listen to your child about their work in maths. It will help 

your child if they have to explain to you. 

 

� Share the maths activity with your child and discuss it with them. 

 

� Be positive about maths, even if you don’t feel confident about it yourself. 

 

� Remember, you are not expected to teach your child maths, but please share, talk and listen to 

your child. 

 

� If your child cannot do their homework do let the teacher know by either writing a note in your 

child’s book or telling the teacher. 

 

� A lot of maths can be done using everyday situations and will not need pencil and paper 

methods. 

 

� Play games and have fun with maths! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some examples of how you can include mathematics at home:  



 

 3 

Young children, e.g. 3 – 7 

 

Mental activities:  

• Counting in 1s, then 2s or 10s, e.g. as you climb stairs, walk to the local shop etc. 

• Simple addition/subtraction calculations, e.g. 5 + 2, 10 - 7 for Y1, developing to 15 + 2, 25 + 2, 25 + 

12, 20 - 7, 30 - 7, 30 - 17 and beyond in Y2. ‘What’s 32 + 14? How did you work it out?’ 

• The answer’s 5, what’s the question? 

 

Everyday situations: 

 

 

£    Looking at prices 

£    Counting pocket money 

£    Handling small amounts of money when shopping 

£    counting small totals. 

 

� Looking at the clock – identify the numbers telling the time 

using analogue and digital clocks. 

� Looking at the posting times on the post box. 

� Discussing events in the day e.g. teatime, bed time, bath time. 

� Talking about time, referring to the clock at different times 

throughout the day, (preferably a clock with hands), setting 

times for certain events,:- 

 ‘We’ll have lunch at 1 o’clock.’ Or ‘How long will it take to wash the 

dishes? 

  

Counting, weighing, measuring capacity and timing when cooking  

Or  

Comparing objects according to size, weight or capacity, e.g. the 

longest spoon, the lightest shopping bag, the cup which holds the 

most, the shortest person, the widest hand, the bottle which is half 

full. 
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Matching and counting when setting the table, preparing food, 

sharing out food, etc 

 

Sorting things out and putting things away, e.g.  

• shopping, toys, cutlery, clothes. Talk about which things go 

together and where things go, giving clear instructions for 

position such as ’in the cupboard, on the bottom shelf‘. 

• Matching pairs of socks, shoes, gloves. 

 

 

Ordering and sequencing when getting dressed, going to the shops, 

having a bath etc. Talk about what you do first, what you do next, 

and last of all. 

� Setting the table and sorting cutlery.  This teaches 1 to 1 

correspondence and is helpful for you! 

� Sorting clothes for washing – size, colour. 

� Matching pairs of socks, gloves, shoes. 

� Sorting groceries.  

 

 
 

♦ Collections of objects – shells, buttons, pretty stones. 

♦ Cars on a journey e.g. how many red cars? 

♦ Animals in a field e.g. sheep, cows. 

♦ Stairs up to bed, steps etc. 

♦ Sports scores – cricket averages, goal averages. 

♦ Pages in a storybook. 

♦ Counting up to 10, 20, and 100 – backwards and forwards. 

♦ Counting buttons, shoes, and socks as a child gets dressed. 

♦ Tidy a cupboard or shelf and count the contents e.g. tins, shoes, 

etc. 

♦ Counting particular vehicles on a journey e.g. Eddie Stobart 

lorries, motorbikes, etc. 
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Older children 8-11 

Mental activities: 

• Practicing and developing knowledge of addition and subtraction facts within 20 (7+8, 13-5 

etc.) and multiplication and division facts to 10 x 10 (6x7, 35/5 etc.)  Make it into a game if 

possible, e.g. have a set of cards numbered 1-10, pick a number such as 4, say 4 times the 

number on the card as each is turned over, keep all the cards you get right. Beat the calculator 

as above. On a journey, adult passenger times response, try to beat your own time.  

• Ask ‘progressive’ calculations, e.g. 7 + 6, 17 + 6, 27 +  6, 47 + 6, 147 + 6;  5 x 2, 50 x 2, 500 x 2, 

500 x 20.  

• Working out 2-digit additions and subtractions, multiplying and dividing 2-digit numbers by 1 

digit numbers mentally. Talk about how to make it easier, e.g. for 28 + 15, call it 30 add 13 and 

that’s easy; for 16 x 4, double 16, then double 32. 

• Open- ended activities, e.g. The answer’s 25, what’s the question? How can you use 

combinations of 3 and 6 to make different numbers? (Use each number as many times as you 

like with addition, subtraction, multiplication or division.) 

Time your child as they do one of the following: 

 

• Count back from 100 in tens. 

• Count back from 75 in fives. 

• Starting at six, count up in tens to 206. 

• Starting at 39, count up in twenties to 239. 

• Starting at 67, count up in thirties to 367. 

 

Can they beat their record? 
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Everyday situations: 

 

 

 

 

• Weighing, measuring capacity and timing when cooking. Converting 

a recipe for 4 people to one for 6 people. 

• Weighing fruit and vegetables in the supermarket. 

• Reading labels on bottles, packets, in order to discuss capacity, 

weight, shape and colour. 

• Being involved with measuring and calculating how much curtain 

fabric is needed, how much wood for shelves, how many wall or 

floor tiles are needed, how much carpet etc. 

• Working out distances and directions from maps 

• Working out how much petrol will be used on a journey, working 

out average speed for a journey, costing journeys or holidays etc. 

• Calculating distances in a journey e.g. how much further? 

• Calculating heights of family members – who is the tallest? 

• Comparing sizes of clothes – bigger than, smaller than. 

• Wrapping parcels – what amount of paper, string do we need? 

• Reading the scale on weighing machines and calculating the 

calibrations 

• Estimating the quantity of milk from a cow/herd. 

• Estimate the amount of time to harvest a field 

• Weigh your child on the bathroom scales. Weigh them again while 

they are holding the family pet.  Can they work out how much 

heavier they are? Can you find two things heavier than your child 

and two things lighter than your child around the house? 
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� Looking at the clock – identify the numbers telling the time using 

analogue and digital clocks. 

� Calculating how long a journey will take looking at 

train/bus/airline timetables. 

� Using TV guide to calculate the length of programmes. 

� Programming the video or the microwave. 

� Looking at the posting times on the post box. 

� Setting an alarm clock. 

� Talking about time, e.g. How long is it until lunch time?  

� Discuss with the family what would be the most popular outings.  

Countryside, seaside, a theme park, a museum, a tourist 

attraction or just a picnic in the local park? Which outings can 

you reach from home in…? 

• Less than 1 hour 

• Between 1 and 2 hours 

• More than 2 hours  

� The journey takes 2½ hours, when will we arrive? We need to be 

there at 2.00 pm, when do we need to leave home?  

 

£    Looking at prices 

£    Calculating change – which coins, different      

      combinations.  

£    Managing pocket money and saving for things 

£    Estimating the final bill at the end of shopping while  

      waiting at the cash out. 

£    Calculating the cost of the family going to the cinema, 

      swimming baths, etc. 

£    Handling amounts of money when shopping,  

£  Working out total costs, working out change,  

£   Checking receipts.  

£  Working out prices of sale items, e.g. 20% off.  

 

Calculator costs 

Use a calculator to find the cost of one sweet: 

Clues:  

1. Enter the cost of the packet of sweets on the calculator display, for 

example 35 (pence). 

2. Press the divide ÷ button 

3. Count the number of sweets in the packet, and enter this number on 

the calculator, for example 42 (sweets). 

4. Press the equals = button 

5. The answer is 0.833 (pence), which is less than 1p for each sweet. 
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Play activities/games (younger children): 

• Talking about directions when walking around or playing with toy 

vehicles etc.  (e.g. forwards, backwards, straight on, turn left/right.) 

• Making models with building bricks, Lego, boxes etc. Talk about shape 

and position, count the number of similar shapes etc. 

• Playing games involving matching, recognising numbers and shapes or counting such as snap, 

pairs , dominoes, board and dice games (e.g. snakes and ladders). 

• Counting particular things on journeys, e.g. red cars, fields with 

cows in, churches etc. 

• Sharing books. Sit together when you read to children so that they 

can follow the pictures. Go back over the story and talk about the 

order of events, the number, position and shape of things in the 

pictures etc. 

Play activities/games (older children):  

• Card games such as sevens, cribbage, Rummy, Patience, Pontoon, Snap etc. 

• Any games involving calculating scores, e.g. Yahtzee, scrabble, quoits, darts, bowling. 

• Beat the calculator. In pairs, one with a calculator, one without, each works out the answer to 

a calculation aiming for the one without the calculator to say the answer first.  

• Games involving strategic thinking/logic, e.g. Monopoly, draughts, chess, 

mastermind, dominoes, connect 4 

• Specialised computer games designed for using and developing maths.  

• Number based board games:- Ludo, snakes and ladders, bingo, beetle 

• Activities:- Snooker and pool, clock golf, croquet, crazy golf, skipping, hop scotch 
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Your turn ……..NUMBER FUN! 
 

Try the questions below.  Work with a partner, talk about the question, make jottings and record 

your answer. 

 

1)   Make the biggest number you can, using each of these digits only once. 

 

4 3 6 8 

Write the number in figures and write it in words. 

 

 

2) How many rectangles can you count? 

 

  

  

  

 

 

3) The total of the bill below is correct, but there are two mistakes in the entries.  Find them and 

correct them. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Dave had £375.  He spent £240 on a CD player.  How much did he have left? 

 

5) Sue had £264 in the bank.  She puts another £37 into her bank account.  How much does she 

have in the bank now? 

 

6) Pizza please! Your pizza costs £3.60.  Cut it into six equal slices. 

How much does each slice cost? 

How much is half a slice? 

How much do two slices cost? 

How much does half (1/2) of the whole pizza cost? 

 

What if you cut your pizza into four equal slices (quarters)? 

How much does one slice (1/4) cost now? 

How much does half cost now?  

Is it the same, more or less than above? 

B O B B Y ’ S  

B A K E R S  

2 loaves £1.60 

6 cakes at 30p each £1.08 

4 packets of crisps £6.40 

Swiss roll £0.75 

 £4.79 
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Maths websites 

http://www.mathszone.co.uk/ 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/4_11/subjectsm_n.shtml#numeracy - New site Links to a variety of 

Numeracy activities including Mega tables 

www.funbrain.com - All kinds of educational games including number 

 www.puzzlemaker.com - A tool for making and customising maths puzzles 

 www.funwithspot.com - Great interactive maths games for KS1 

 www.ladybird.co.uk - Counting, matching etc for KS1 

 www.bobthebuilder.com - Challenging activities for KS1 

 www.teachingtime.co.uk - Great site for learning time, includes an interactive clock 

 www.ricksmath.com - Learning basic maths skills 

 www.mathsisfun.com - Maths games, puzzles and activities 

 www.coolmath.com - Fun maths games 

 www.4learning.co.uk/numbercrew - Good KS1 maths site 

 www.thinkquest.org/25459 - Maths games, quizzes, and problem solving activities 

http://www.st-peters-

ce67.lancsngfl.ac.uk/download/file/Understanding%20Progress%20in%20Mathematics.pdf  

 



6 cakes shared between 2 people 

(one for you, one for me etc.) 

3. short division 

                   2 3 

             3    6 9 
 

4 short division with carrying 

figures 

                    2   7 
                                        2 

               3    8   1 
 

5. short division with jottings 

                       2   4            16 

                          6               32 

          3       3  8  4              48 

                                           64 

16 

 

     1. objects & pictures 

          
    2         +              3        =   5 
 

2. adding on line 
18 + 5 = 23                                           

+1       +1        +1         +1         +1                       
     

                                                
18        19        20       21       22       23  

 

 

       3. partitioning 

 45 + 13 =       40 + 5  

                    + 10 + 3 

                       50 + 8    =  58 

 

 

4. compact method 

458 + 387 = 

          400  +  50  +  8 

       + 300  +  80  +  7 

          700  + 130 + 15 = 845                         
 

 

5. carrying method 

587   

      +  475    

        1062  
                              1  1                          

 
1. objects & pictures 

 
 

 

 

5     -      2     =    3 

2. counting back practically 

5  -  2 = 3  
 take 1 away (4) 

take another away (3) 

     

3. counting on line 

74 – 56 = 18 

   

56                     60                      70                  74   

          +4                      +10                  +4       =18   

 
4. partitioning & exchanging 

Before moving on to 

decomposition, the children will 

practise the exchanging method 

practically e.g. using money 
 

5. decomposition 
 

                                             7   1 

                       8  8 

                    - 4   9 

                      3    9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. objects & pictures 

 

 

               3 groups of 2 = 6 
 

2. repeated addition 
          +3       +3         +3        +3          +3         

 

    0          3          6          9         12         15 
 

3. arrays    
 3 x 5 = 15  or  5 x 3 = 15 

               
 

 

4. grid method 

             X     30     2 
                             

                                        3     90     6     = 96 
 

4.compact vertical 

multiplication 

                    H  T  U 

                    2  3  3     

               X           7                       

                  1  6  3  1 
                                            2       2                         

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. grouping 

 

 

 

 

6 cakes put into groups of 2 
 

2. sharing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


